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Definitions of Warnings, Cautions and Notes (On this user manu  al):

AA WARNING is used before a procedure or situation that may result in serious injury or
death.

AA CAUTION indicates a situation or technique that will result in damage to the product.
AA NOTE is used to emphasize important points.

IT 1S VERY IMPORTANT TO READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND W ARNINGS PRIOR TO
USING YOUR DSE BCD.
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WARNING: This manual contains important information for the proper use and care of
your DSE buoyancy compensating device (BCD). DSE BCD's are designed with many patented
features that are unique from other manufacturers. It is therefore very important to carefully read
the instructions provided in this manual in order to understand how to correctly use your BCD.
Incorrect use of your BCD can result in serious injury or death.

AWARNING: This manual provides some basic guidelines for DSE (Deep Sea Explorers)
systems and products, but it is not a substitute for training from a professional diving instructor. If
you are unsure how to weight yourself in order to achieve optimum buoyancy underwater and on the
surface, do not dive with your DSE BCD until you have obtained the necessary instruction from your
diving instructor or Authorized DSE Scuba Dealer.  Failure to weight you properly can create a hazardous
condition that could lead to serious injury or death.



Introduction

Thank you for choosing Deep Sea Explorers . Your new DSE has been designed, manufactured
and individually tested to ensure that it consistently meets the highest performance and safety
standards possible. This Owner’'s Manual describes the unique functions and features of Deep Sea
Explorers equipment and various optional accessories. By following the instructions in this manual,
you will understand how your equipment works, how to make best use of its features, and how to
ensure that it lasts a long time. It is very important to take the time to read the instructions provided
in this manual. If you have any questions, please DSE.

General Warning and Precaution

A General Warnings & Precautions A

Do not use this buoyancy compensating device (DCD) id you have not received supervised instruction
and certification in SCUBA diving and buoyancy contral from a recognized training agency.  USE OF SCUBA
EQUIPMENT BY UNCERTIFIED OR UNTRAINED PERSONS IS DANGEROUS AND CAN RESULT IN SERIOUS
INJURY OR DEATH.

Before using this BCD, it is important to completely read and understand all of the instructions
provided in this owner's manual, any accompanying inserts, and labels or markings affixed to the BCD. IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR DO NOT COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND THESE INSTRUCTIONS, CONSULT
YOUR AUTHORIZED DSE SCUBA DEALER.

Before diving with this BCD in open water, it is important to familiarize yourself with it first in confined
shallow water with the assistance and supervision of an instructor or experienced buddy. DO NOT ENTER
OPEN WATER UNTIL YOU HAVE WEIGHTED YOURSELF PROPERLY AND HAVE BECOME
COMFORTABLE WITH USING ALL OF ITS FEATURES AND ADJUSTMENTS.

Before every dive, perform a complete pre-dive inspection following the instructions provided in this manual
Check to ensure that all valves are functioning properly and no signs of damage or leaks are present.
IF ANY SIGNS OF DAMAGE OR MALFUNCTION ARE FOUND, DO NOT DIVE WITH THE BCD UNTIL IT
HAS RECEIVED SERVICE FROM AN AUTHORIZED DSE SCUBA DEALER.

Before every dive ensures that the 2 Bolts /washers/lock washers/butterfly nuts keeping the
Backplate/harness and bladder/wing together are tight.

WARNING: Do not attempt to dive with a missing butterfly nut, lock washer, bolt...etc. DO NOT attempt to
use the BCD until it has received service from an Authorized DSE Scuba Dealer.

Before entering the water, check to ensure that you can remove and ditch your weight quickly and easily
without any obstruction ogntanglement with any hoses or accessories. IN THE EVENT OF AN OUT OF
AIR EMERGENCY OR UNCONTROLLED DESCENT, DO NOT HESITATE TO REMOVE AND DITCH WEIGHT.

DO NOT USE YOUR BCD TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS TO THE SURFACE. Doing so may cause permanent
damage to the BCD, and could easily result in an uncontrolled ascent.



DO NOT over inflate your BCD or rely on using the power inflator to lift yourself toward the surface.
Control all ascents A RAPID, UNCONTROLLED ASCENT MAY CAUSE ARTERIAL GAS EMBOLISM OR
DECOMPRESSION SICKNESS, AND COULD LEAD TO SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.

IN THE EVENT OF AN UNCONTROLLED, RAPID ASCENT, IT IS IMPORTANT TO IMMEDIATELY
VENT AS MUCH AIR AS POSSIBLE FROM THE BCD TO SLOW YOUR ASCENT RATE.

DO NOT INHALE FROM YOUR ORAL INFLATOR. The BCD air cell may contain harmful contaminants or
gasses, which could cause suffocation or injury.

It is important to obtain factory prescribed service for this BCD from an Authorized Sherwood Dealer at least
once each year, or according to the same scheduled intervals for your regulator. Annual service consists of
a complete overhaul of the power inflator, and a general air leak inspection of the air cell and valve
connections.

Disassembly, repair, or lubrication must only be performed by persons who are factory trained and
authorized by Sherwood Scuba. UNAUTHORIZED SERVICE WILL RENDER THE WARRANTY NULL AND
VOID, AND COULD CAUSE THE BCD TO MALFUNCTION.

WARNING: A buoyancy compensating device (BCD) is NOT a lifejacket! It is not designed to provide
face-up flotation in all situations, and it does not meet U.SCoast Guard regulations for a life preserver or personal
flotation device (PFD). If you become unconscious in the water without a buddy present to

immediately assist you, you may suffer serious injury or death from drowning.

How to attach Harness / Backplate to Bladder / Wing  ?

The DSE Straight Harness system is compose of the following:

11 feet of 2" black webbing assembled with a SS grommet in the center (main harness). Length
may vary slightly.

3.5 feet of 2" black webbing with a loop sewn at one end (crotch strap). Length may vary
slightly.

5 SS D-rings

SS quick release

BACK SIDE
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1.2 With the back side of the back plate facing you insert harness on both diagonal slats located at
the top of the plate.

1.3 Insert both ends of the harness on the right and left last slats located at the top of the plate.

A * Remember to keep the grommet in the middle of the plate, look at picture 1.3 *.

BACK SIDE FRONT SIDE

1.6 1.7 1.8

1.6 Place the stainless steel belt slider on the webbing through the top moist opening of the slider.



1.7 And pass a Stainless Steel d-ring on top of the slider.

1.8 Insert the end of the webbing through the other opening.

1.9 1.10 1.11

1.9 It should look as picture 1.9 .
1.10 Repeat steps / pictures 1.6 to 1.10 for the other end of the webbing.

1.11 Make sure that two d-rings are in more or less equal position as picture 1.11.

1.12 1.13

1.12 Insert the inner most opening of the diagonal slats located at the bottom side of the plate.



1.14 1.15

1.14 Grab the end of the webbing from the bottom and insert it on the outer most opening of the
diagonal slats.

Q twisted or face outward before inserting it on the inner most opening of the diagonal slats.

1.15 Repeat steps / pictures 1.12 to 1.14 on the other end of the webbing.

1.15 1.16

1.16 Make sure the length of webbing on both sides is equal.



1.17 1.18 1.19

1.16 Grab one end of webbing and insert a slide making sure it goes thru the top most opening.
1.17 Insert the d-ring through the webbing on top of slider.

1.18 Pass the end of the webbing in the free opening of the slider and secure the d-ring.

1.20 1.21 1.22

1.21 Repeat steps / pictures 1.17 to 1.19 on the other end of the webbing.

1.22 Insert the left end of the webbing through the 1% opening of the buckle. Through upper side of
the buckle.



1.23 1.24 1.25
1.23 Then pass the webbing up through the buckle 2" opening.

1.25 And pass it down through last opening.

1.26 1.27 1.28

1.27 Insert the webbing through the serrated slider and pass the free end of the webbing in the lower
vertical opening of the Backplate.

1.28 And through the two openings of the serrated slider as pictures 1.28 .



1.29 1.30 131

1.30 Grab the free end of the crotch strap and insert it thru the bottom opening of your slider. Insert a
d-ring on top of the slider and pass the end of the webbing through the other opening of the
slider.

1.31 Make a loop with the end of the webbing and insert the end through closest opening of the
slider. Leave a loop for the waist buckle to pass through as shown in picture 1.31

1.32 1.33

1.32 Insert the end webbing through the last opening of the slider. It should look as picture 1.33.

Fitting of your Harness

The harness / backplate system is adjustable to fit all body types, providing for a much more precise
fit than jacket-style BCDs. The system has been designed to provide you with optimal control of
your scuba system while underwater and on the surface.

You can adjust DSE harness without the use of special tools just by adjusting the webbing and the
Stainless Steel slider and d-rings;
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The shoulder straps need to be loose enough to be comfortable with your thickest amount of
thermal protection. The fit of the harness should facilitate easy removal and replacement of the
system , both in-water and out of the water.

With the backplate in position, tighten up the shoulder straps until you are able to fit two fingers
underneath the strap. You should be able to easily slide the straps off of either shoulder. By pulling
the shoulder d-rings to the side.

DO NOT leave excessive slack in the harness straps. An excessive loose fitting harness
A will allow the backplate to ride low on your back, leaving the cylinder to low, making it
difficult or nearly impossible to reach your valves.

The waist belt should be comfortable not to restrict breathing. When adjusting the waist belt, make
sure to set the buckle so that it is off to your right side. With the buckle in this position, the crotch
strap is unable to accidentally open the buckle.

The crotch strap should have half to one inch slack. The whole system should be shug but not
uncomfortably tight.

To position the shoulder D-rings, extend your arms straight out to the side, parallel to the ground.
Bend your arms and bring your thumb straight to the shoulder strap. The center of your thumb
should intersect the center of the D-ring. Next, reach across your body to (or almost to) your left
shoulder with your right arm (Figure 6). Make sure the right side D-ring doesn’t pinch between your
arm and chest, do the same with the left arm. To position the waist d-ring let your arms straight down
towards the floor, that’s where the d-rings should be.
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Pre-Dive Inspection

Before each use, the BCD must be visually inspected and tested. NEVER dive with a BCD
that shows any signs of damage to its air cell or valves until it have been serviced by an Authorized
DSE Dealer.

Inspection Checklist

Connect the power inflator to a clean air source, via the LP quick disconnect hose.
Depress and release the inflator button intermittently to ensure that the airflow is
unobstructed, and that the airflow stops completely when the button is released.

Ensure that the air cell does not contain any water from a previous dive or from internal
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rinsing. An excessive amount of water inside the air cell can reduce the BCDs internal air
volume and lift capacity.

Manually operate the lower overpressure valve (OPV) by pulling on the attached ball and
cord to release air from inside the BCD, and then fully inflate the BCD until the OPV valve
opens. Examine the operation of the OPV valve by repeatedly inflating the BCD to ensure
that it opens to relieve excess pressure, yet close immediately afterward to allow the air cell to
remain fully inflated.

Check the function of the oral inflator button, rapid exhaust valve (REV), and OPV to ensure
a rapid and unobstructed exhaust from each valve. Fully inflate the BCD once again, and
disconnect the Power Inflator to listen for any leakage.

CAUTION: If any leakage can be heard, or if the air cell begins to deflate within 5-10 minutes,
DO NOT attempt to use the BCD until it has received service from an Authorized DSE Scuba
Dealer.

Make a final check of the cylinder bands tension to ensure that it is as tight as possible and
the cylinder is securely held without any noticeable slippage. Retighten if necessary.
Performed positive check on air cell / BG&ave inflated for 20 minutes.

CAUTION: If the air cell begins to deflate within 5-10 minutes, DO NOT attempt to use the BCD
until it has received service from an Authorized DSE Scuba Dealer.

Check for any signs of cracks, tear, damage parts, connections, LP’s...etc.

A CAUTION: DO NOT attempt to use the BCD until it has received service from an Authorized DSE

Scuba Dealer.

Post Dive Care

The following preventative maintenance must be performed to extend the life of your BCD:

=

Avoid prolonged exposure to direct sunlight and extreme heat. Nylon fabric can quickly fade
when exposed to the suns ultraviolet rays, and extreme heat may damage the welded seams of
the BCDs air cell.

Avoid repeated or prolonged use in heavily chlorinated water, which can cause the BCD fabric
to discolor and decay prematurely.

Do not allow the BCD to chafe against any sharp objects or rough surfaces that could
abrade or puncture the air cell. Do not set or drop heavy objects such as block weights on the
BCD.

Avoid any contact with oil, gasoline, aerosols, or chemical solvents.

To preserve the life of the air cell , thoroughly rinse it inside and out with fresh water after every
day of use, following these steps:

Pressurize the power inflator with low pressure air via the LP hose.

Using a garden hose, direct water through the oral inflator to flush the interior of the air cell and
then thoroughly rinse the exterior of the BCD. Before rinsing, ensure that the power inflator
is pressurized with air. This will prevent debris and contaminants from entering the inflator
valve if the inflator button is accidentally depressed.
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3. Completely drain the air cell of water through the lower OPV/dump valve by pulling the ball/cord
assembly.

4.  Fully inflate the BCD, and allow it to dry inside and out. Then store it partially inflated,
away from direct sunlight, and in a clean, dry area. Do not store the BCD in an enclosed
space, such as a car trunk, where it may be exposed to temperatures below 0°F (-18°C) or
above 120°F (49°C).

CAUTION: DO NOT attempt to perform any disassembly or service of your DSE BCD.

Q Service requiring disassembly must only be performed by a factory trained DSE technician.
To obtain any service or repair, it is important to bring your BCD to an Authorized
Sherwood Scuba Dealer.

Limited Warranty

DSE BCDs are warranted to be free of defects in materials and workmanship for a period 3
months following the date of original purchase. This warranty is limited and subject to the
restrictions listed below.

WHAT IS COVERED

All non-wearing valve parts are covered under this warranty. Should any part of your DSE products
be found defective, Deep Sea Explorers, at its discretion, will repair or replace the component at
no charge to you.

WHAT IS NOT COVERED

This warranty does not extend to abrasion, punctures, or tears of the air cell, or seam
separation caused by chemical attack; including prolonged exposure to chlorine.

This warranty does not extend to damages caused by improper use, improper
maintenance, neglect, unauthorized repairs, modifications, accidents, fire, or casualty.

Cosmetic damage, such as scratches, fraying, and nicks are not covered by this warranty.

This warranty does not extend to equipment used for rental, commercial, or military
purposes.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

Keep a copy of the original purchase receipt and subsequent inspections with this
manual.

Your Sherwood BCD must be inspected and serviced by an authorized Sherwood repair
facility at least once a year, within 6 weeks before or after the one year anniversary date of
your purchase or last servicing.

Provide proof of original purchase and annual servicing by an Authorized DSE
Scuba Dealer in form of receipts/invoice.

Keep this manual, your original purchase receipt, and subsequent inspection receipts in a safe
place for future reference.
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Service Record

Service Record

Model: Serial Number: Purchase Date:

XS Scuba Dealer:

Address:

Phone:

SERVICE #1

DSE Scuba Dealer:

Technician Signature: Date:

SERVICE #2

DSE Scuba Dealer:

Technician Signature: Date:

SERVICE #3

DSE Scuba Dealer:

Technician Signature: Date:

SERVICE #4

DSE Scuba Dealer:

Technician Signature: Date:

SERVICE #5

DSE Scuba Dealer:

Technician Signature: Date:

The date of purchase, dive store, and contact information at the store should be written on this
page. A copy of the receipt could also be stapled to this page for future records.

192-194 Tomas Morato Avenue, Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines
Tel No. (632)9264466 , +639178111231 Fax: (632) 9229672
diveshop@diveph.com
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